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Understanding Sense of Community

Â The five most common legitimations of sport 
are health, salubrious socialization, economic 
development, community development, and 
national pride (Chalip, 2006).

Â Purpose of the study



Â Sense of Community (SOC) - characteristic of 

communities that results in the perception of 

similarity, acknowledgement and willingness to 

maintain interdependence, and the feeling that one 

is part of a larger reliable and stable structure. 

Sense of Community



Â SOC - associated with subjective well-being, 
decreased levels of loneliness, lower drug use 
and delinquency among students, and 
increased civic participation.

Benefits of Sense of Community

Â In the workplace, SOC has 
been associated with retention, 
reduced role ambiguity, role 
conflict, and role overload.



Research Question

ÂWhat experiences impact an athleteôs feeling 

of a sense of community within a collegiate 

athletic program?



Method

VA phenomenogical approach seeks to uncover 
personal meanings and describe the human 
experience.

VA grounded theory approach attempts to 
capture social processes in an effort to explain 
human behavior.

ñBoth focus on the richness of human experience, seek to 
understand a situation from the subjectôs own frame of 
reference, and use flexible data collection proceduresò 

(Baker, West, & Stern, 1992, pp. 1355)



Participants

Â 21 Former Sport Club Participants  

Ç Sample Included17 Different Universities 

Ç 11 Different Sports Represented 

Ç All Participants 1-5 Years Removed From 

Participation

Ç 10 Females, 11 Males



Semi-Structured Interviews

Á Sample questions:
Some former club sport participants have said that there were times 
when they felt a strong sense of community.  Can you tell me if you 
have ever felt a sense of community?  What was this like for you? 
Some former club sport participants have said that there were times 
when the did not experience a sense of community.  What was this like 
for you?


