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Overview and Background

The relationship between higher education and college

sport has been questioned since the early part and first half
of the 20th century

Discourse on the role of college sport in the educational
development of college athletes has intensified in the
aftermath of the integration of African American athletes

Into predominantly white institutions of higher education
(PWIHE)

Literature has revealed that in comparison to other groups,
African American male college athletes lag behind in terms
of educational performance and outcomes



Key Definitions

Education

The act or process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge,
developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally of
preparing oneself or others intellectually for mature life as well as a
particular profession.
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Formal education (schooling) vs. Selfeducation

Miseducation is wrong or faulty education; it often occurs when
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Why African American males?

African American males have the lowest life expectancy in
America
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(Mis)education: A Multilevel Perspective

Sociletal or macro level forces

Organizational or mesolevel forces

Individual or micro level forces



Macro Level Explanations

The cultural significance of sport and play in American
society (particularly in school settings)

The social and legal construction of race in American
society
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Meso Level Explanations

Organizational cultures at PWIHE (campus and athletic
department climates)

Organizational systems, processes, policies, and practices
(athletic departments)

Stakeholder management and (un)ethical decision making

Social reproduction theory and class hierarchies in college
athletics departments



Micro Level Explanations

Athlete motivation and career aspirations
Personal ethics and social responsibility

Self Stereotyping



Conclusion

These various levels of this framework are interrelated

Longitudinal research with African American male
athletes is greatly needed
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participation in college sport

Educational experiences and outcomes will continue
to be a major challenge and issue in college sport
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