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28 schools averaged 60,000+

9 schools in Southeastern Conference averaged 
60,000+

9 schools overall
averaged 90,000+
(2009 National College Football Attendance, 2010)



12.6% of U.S. population has disability (Erickson, Lee & von 

Schrader, 2009) 

12.6% of 60,000 fans = 7,560 fans with 
disabilities



FarisɉΧίΩΪɊȡ ȰÁÎÙ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÉÓÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÕÔÓ 
the person off from intimate social relations 
for an extended period of time may possibly 
ÌÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÉÓÏÒÄÅÒȱ (p. 157)

ȰÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ÉÎÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ
(p. 157)

ȰȬseclusivenessȭ ÏÒ ȬÓÈÕÔ-ÉÎȭ ÉÓ ÒÅÓÕÌÔȱ(p. 157)



More social identities gained over time, less 
psychological distress (Thoits, 1983)

ȰÇÁÉÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÒÍ ÉÓÏÌÁÔÅÄ 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓȱ (p. 182)



Socially isolated because of physical barriers
(Burgdorf, 1991; Hirst, 1989)

People with disabilities are less likely to attend 
sporting events 

(Bramston, 2002; Coleman, 1971; Louis Harris and Associates, 1986; Rimmer, 2007)



How are universities legally required to address accessible 
parking for large-scale special events like home football 
games?

Are universities properly accommodating people with 
disabilities in regard to parking?

Does accessible parking on a college campus for football 
games comply with standards set forth by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act without reinforcing social isolation?

In what ways do athletic departments convey information 
about accessible parking to the public?



12 universities in the Southeastern Conference 
(SEC)

Competes in the NCAA Football Bowl 
Subdivision

One of six conferences receiving automatic bids 
to Bowl Championship Series in football to 
determine a national champion


