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ò I can think of no place in America that is as 
homophobic and as homoerotic as the sports 
team locker room.ó (Boykin, 2005, p.219)



}Need for the Study

ƁòFew studies have assessed the campus climate for 
gay, lesbian and bisexual (GLB) college athletes, 
college studentsõ attitudes toward gays and 
lesbians, or college athletesõ behaviors and 
attitudes related to sexual orientationó (Southall, Nagel, 

Anderson, Polite & Southall, 2009, p. 4)



}Purpose of the Study

ƁExamine if there is a relationship between various 
independent variables and Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) athletesõ expressed attitudes and 
behaviors related to sexual orientation

ƁExtend previous research (Southall et al., 2009)



}Research Questions

ƁFor each of the following research questions:

Null hypothesis: There is no significant relationship

ƁRQ1. Is there a relationship between ACC college athletesõ gender 
and their expressed behaviors and attitudes related to sexual 
orientation?

ƁRQ2. Is there a relationship between ACC college athletesõ 
race/ethnicity and their expressed behaviors and attitudes related 
to sexual orientation?

ƁRQ3. Is there a relationship between ACC college athletesõ 
religious affiliation and their behaviors and attitudes related to 
sexual orientation?



}Sexual - Orientation Attitudes Today

ƁDiverse sexual orientations are reportedly more 
accepted in other areas of society, specifically the 
workplace (Lubensky, Holland, Wiethoff & Crosby, 2004)

ƁòConsiderable research documents pervasive 
sexism and heterosexism in the world of 
competitive sportó (Gill, Morrow, Collins, Lucey & Shultz, 

2006, p.555)



}College - Campus Climate

ƁMission statements portray a culture in which there 
is respect and acceptance of all regardless of, òéan 
individualõsésexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expressionó (The University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, 2008, para.1)

ƁMembers of athletic departments may not know, or 
fully support their own organizationõs mission 
statement (Santovec, 2008)



}Shift in Sexual - Orientation Attitudes in the 
Area of Sport

ƁAndersonõs (2002) Study:

¶None of the 26 gay athletes surveyed had been 
physically assaulted or taunted by heterosexual 
teammates

¶However, athletes possessed many ultra - masculine 
traits and/or òathletic capitaló (Anderson, 2005b)



}Research Shows Homophobia Still Exists 
Within the Area of College Sport

ƁUndergraduate male college students have 
extremely negative thoughts toward gay males and 
òsocial acceptance of sexual prejudiceó (Gill et al., 

2006)

ƁWhen compared to female heterosexual athletes, 
heterosexual college - male athletes are more likely 
to be hostile toward gay male athletes (Southall et al., 

2009)



}Gender Variable: Female Athletes

ƁòWomenõs participation in athletics, whether as 
athletes or coaches, is still affected by a prevailing 
heterosexist atmosphere. Women in athletics are 
likely to be perceived as lesbianéó (Krane & Barber, 

2005, p.67)

ƁResearch has shown that females are more positive 
than males toward GLB athletes (Gill et al., 2006; Southall 

et al., 2009)



}Race/Ethnicity Variable

ƁSports play a unique role in the black community, 
so black athletes are more guarded about their 
sexual orientation (Boykin, 2005)

ƁAthletics provides blacks with a sense of pride, in a 
world in which they perceive they are still held back 
because of racism that exists within society


