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Definitions

Homophobia -

A negative thoughts, feelings, and/or behaviors an
Individual has in response to others who are
perceived to be gay or lesbian (Osbourne & Wagner
2007)

Heterosexist framework
Gender binary

Sexual minority

Sexual prejudice



Selected Review of Literature

£ Anderson (2002, 20050 how attitudes and perceptions about gay
athletes appear to be changing

e Griffin (1998) d classic work giving voice to the experiences of
lesbian athletes and coaches
e Osbourne & Wagner (2007)0 1,470 students in Phila. Schools

A Football, baseball, basketball, & socce® 3 times more likely to have
homophobic attitudes

Sabo (1994p the politics of homophobia in sport
Sartore & Cunningham (2008)

A sexual prejudice a predictor of non-participation

A Dbias directed toward gay coaches is stronger than bias directed toward
lesbian coaches

A men expressed more sexual prejudice than did women
Sorgen, Rankin, & McMahon (2010)0 over 1300 NCAA athletes
Southall, Nagel, Anderson, Polite & Southall (2009)

A 698 female & male college athletes (Division | & I11)
A Higher degree of sexual prejudice among male college athletes



Research Questions

Second phase of a two part study

First Phase

A Quantitative survey of college athletes attitudes &
perceptions of sexual minorities

Second Phase

A Qualitative interview
GInfluence of gender on individual attitudes
GDiscussion of sexuality on H.S. teams vs. Collegiate
G Effect on team solidarity
G Different levels of homophobia in different sports



Method

£ Qualitative Interview Study

A Questions 0 approximately 15-20 in each interview

G Generally advised by Anderson 2002; Griffin 1998; Osbourne
2007; Satore 2008.

G Consultation with 3 experts: a professor of sport
management, a college coach, and an LGBT counselor.

A lthaca College Human Subjects Approval

£ Participants - varsity college athletes aged 18 or older who

attended a college or university within central or western New
York State

e Convenience Sampling Technique
A Networks & snowball sampling

A Confidentiality guaranteed to each due to sensitivity of
such topics as sexuality, homophobia, and discrimination



