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ÁȰ)Ô ÉÓ ÌÉËÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÓÍȢ 9ÏÕ 
can't fix it. It will not be 
ÆÉØÁÂÌÅȢ 3ÏÏÎÅÒ ÏÒ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 
going to have to try and 
ÒÅÍÏÄÅÌȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ×Å 
ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȢȱɀRep. Joe 
Barton (R-TX) during May 1, 
2009 House Subcommittee 
Hearing (p. 6-7 of preliminary 
transcript)
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ÁFoundations developed by James Buchanan 
and Gordon Tullockin 1962 in their book 
The Calculus of Consent: Logical Foundations 
of Constitutional Democracy

ÁAttempts to explain how public decisions 
are made

ÁBroke from the tradition that politicians 
base decisions on ideological motivations 
or the welfare of the state. Rather, they are 
motivated by self-interest



ÁApplies economic theory and methodology 
ÔÏ ȰÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÉÎ ÎÏÎÍÁÒËÅÔ 
ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȱ ɉTollison, 
1985, p. 906)
Á"ÅÇÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ȰÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ-making individual 

as he participates in the processes through 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄȱ 
(Buchanan & Tullock, 1962, p. 3)
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http://www.gallup.com/poll/26107/Florida-Fans-Choice-Top-College-Football-Team.aspx
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/x1295.xml?ReleaseID=1410
http://www.playoffpac.com/about/Default.aspx


ÁȰ0ÕÂÌÉÃ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÔÈÅÏÒÙ ÁÓÓÕÍÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎÓ 
want to win elections ɀotherwise they will 
ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÎÇȱ ɉ,ÅÍÉÅÕØȟ ΨΦΦΪȟ ÐȢ 
27)
Á4ÈÒÅÅ ȰÃÏÒÅȱ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÔÈÅÏÒÙ 

(Buchanan, 2003)

ÁMethodological individualism

ÁRational choice

ÁPolitics-as-exchange



ÁOstromand OstromɉΧίέΧȟ ÐȢ ΨΦΫɊ ÎÏÔÅÄ Ȱ×ÏÒË 
in public choice begins with methodological 
individualism, where the perspective of a 
representative individual is used for analytical 
ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȱ 

ÁThey identified four assumptions:
ÁSelf-interest

ÁRationality

ÁBenefit-maximizing

ÁUncertainty-minimizing



ÁPrimary researchers analyzed transcripts 
from Congressional hearings, news releases, 
and media articles
ÁCoded direct quotes attributable to 

politicians along Ostromand /ÓÔÒÏÍȭÓ(1971) 
four assumptions of methodological 
individualism: self-interest, rationality, 
benefit-maximizing, uncertainty-minimizing



Á Politicians pandered to witnesses who had ties to their 
regions and/or engaged in hero-worshipping banter with 
celebrity witnesses

ÁȰ/Î Á ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔȟ -ÒȢ 9ÏÕÎÇȟ ×Å ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ɀthe Jets lost our 
ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÂÁÃËȢ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÏ×ÎȢ )ÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ 
ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȱ ɀRep. Anthony Weiner (D-NY), speaking to Steve Young 
during Sept. 4, 2003 House Hearing (p. 37)

ÁȰ,ÅÔ ÍÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÔÁÒÔȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȟ #ÏÁÃÈ %Ä×ÁÒÄÓȢ ) ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÎÙÂÏÄÙ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÓ Á 
human being, as an honest person, as a great coach, and as 
somebody who really has done an awful lot for college football 
ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌȱ ɀSen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT), addressing LaVell
Edwards during Oct. 29, 2003 Senate Hearing (p. 20-21)



ÁPoliticians seemed more interested when the issue 
involved a team from their home district

ÁAfter 1-loss Texas did not make BCS Championship Game while 
/ËÌÁÈÏÍÁȟ Á ÔÅÁÍ 4ÅØÁÓ ÂÅÁÔ ÄÉÄȢ Ȱ)Î ÓÏÍÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÏÒÔȭÓ 
national championship winner was left unsettled, and at least 
one school was left out of the many millions of dollars in 
ÒÅÖÅÎÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅȱ ɀRep. Joe Barton (R-TX) as 
quoted by Anna M. Tinsley on Dec. 11, 2008 in Fort Worth Star-
Telegram

ÁȰ-ÒȢ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ ) ÒÉÓÅ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ 
football season and the success enjoyed by the University of 
5ÔÁÈȭÓ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ÔÅÁÍȱ ɀSen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) speaking on the 
Senate floor, Jan. 30, 2009



ÁPoliticians occasionally used the hearings to question 
witnesses on issues unrelated to the BCS

ÁȰ7ÈÁÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ .#!! ÄÏÉÎÇ ȣ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ 
ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȩȱ ɀRep. 
Linda Sanchez (D-CA) speaking to Dr. Myles Brand during 
Sept. 4, 2003 House Hearing (p. 34)

ÁȰ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÍÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
support for these charitable organization games in the 
pre-ÓÅÁÓÏÎȱɀRep. Bob Goodlatte(R-VA) speaking to Dr. 
Myles Brand during Sept. 4, 2003 House Hearing (p. 40)



ÁSeveral politicians articulated beliefs that 
Congress should not be engaged in hearings on 
college football

Á Ȱ) ÁÍ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÄÕÂÉÏÕÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÕÓ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÉÃÒÏÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ 
football and directing that we ought to have a playoff system 
that I am not sure would be good for the players or for the 
ÓÙÓÔÅÍȱ ɀSen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) during Oct. 29, 2003 Senate 
Judiciary Committee hearing (p. 11)

Á Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ &ÏÒ ÍÅȟ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ Ȭ"#3ȭ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȟ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÉÏÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ 
ÎÅÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ .#!! ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ÔÅÁÍÓȢȱ 
ɀRep. Bart Stupak (D-MI) as quoted by Lester Munson on 
ESPN.com, Dec. 12, 2009


