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A Foundations developed by James Buche
and Gordonlullockin 1962 in their book
The Calculus of Consent: Logical Found: o
of Constitutional Democracy

A Attempts to explain how public decisions
are made

A Broke from the tradition that politicians
base decisions on ideological motivations
or the welfare of the state. Rather, they are
motivated by seHlinterest

CONSENT




A Applies economic theory and methodology
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as he participates in the processes through
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Voting Public
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Politicians

President Obama
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http://www.gallup.com/poll/26107/Florida-Fans-Choice-Top-College-Football-Team.aspx
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/x1295.xml?ReleaseID=1410
http://www.playoffpac.com/about/Default.aspx
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want to win electiong otherwise they will
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(Buchanan, 2003)

Methodological individualism
Rational choice
Politicsas-exchange



A OstromandOstromj Xi ¢ Xh D8 WY
In public choice begins with methodological
iIndividualism, where the perspective of a
representative Individual is used for analytical
bOODI OAOO

A They identified four assumptions:

Selfinterest

Rationality
Benefitmaximizing
Uncertainty-minimizing



A Primary researchers analyzed transcripts
from Congressional hearings, news releases,
and media articles

A Coded direct quotes attributable to
politicians alongOstromand/ O O O (197&) O
four assumptions of methodological
iIndividualism:selfinterest, rationality,
benefitmaximizing, uncertaintyninimizing



A Politicians pandered to witnesses who had ties to their
regions and/or engaged In hetwworshipping banter with
celebrity witnesses
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| ZRepAAnthony Weiner {BY), speaking to Steve Young
Sept. 4, 2003 House Hearing (p. 37)
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human being, as an honest person, as a great coach, and as
somebody who really has done an awful lot for college football
Al A DOl z%eh.lOfiMHaicH (BT), addressingaVell
Edwards during Oct. 29, 2003 Senate Hearing {p1 R0



A Politiclans seemed more interested when the issue
Involved a team from their home district

After 1-loss Texas did not make BCS Championship Game while
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national championship winner was left unsettled, and at least
one school was left out of the many millions of dollars in o
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guoted by Anna M. Tinsley on Dec. 11, 2008 in Fort Worh Star
Telegram
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football season and the success enjoyed by the University of
50AEGO Al kSeA Orrid HatChXRT)) speaking on the
Senate floor, Jan. 30, 2009



A Politicians occasionally used the hearings to question
withesses on issues unrelated to the BCS
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Linda Sanchez (BA) speaking to Dr. Myles Brand during
Sept. 4, 2003 House Hearing (p. 34)
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support for these charitable organization games in the
pre-O A A ¢IRépoBolGoodlatte(RVA) speaking to Dr.
Myles Brand during Sept. 4, 2003 House Hearing (p. 40)



A Several politicians articulated beliefs that
Congress should not be engaged in hearings on
college football
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football and directing that we ought to have a playoff system
that | am not sure would be good for the players or for the

O U O Oy sénoJeff SessionsAR) during Oct. 29, 2003 Senate
Judiciary Committee hearing (p. 11)
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Z Rep. Bart Stupak (M) as quoted by Lester Munson on
ESPN.com, Dec 12, 2009



