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Athletesõ grants- in - aid are on a one - year basis, which 
allows coaches the freedom to choose whether or not to 
renew the scholarships from year - to - year.  While most of 
the time scholarships are renewed if athletes choose to say, 
there are cases where coaches do not offer a potential 
returning player a grant for another year.  This brings 
questions as to why a coach would choose to do this and 
whether this is fair for the athlete.  An athlete typically 
commits to a school expecting four potential year and 
coaches rarely make them aware that the scholarships only 
extend for one year.  This problem became apparent at the 
University of Kentucky, but the larger issue is what leads 
coaches to refuse a returning athlete a scholarship.
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}The purpose of this study was to research roster 
turnover on 95 major Division - I NCAA basketball 
teams.

}To determine whether coaching tenure has any 
effect on roster turnover from year to year

}To determine whether race has an effect on 
roster turnover, the race of both players and 
coach

} Is the turnover rate at Kentucky from this past 
season common in all major collegiate basketball 
programs?
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}This theory states that òa change in 
environment requires a change in the 
organizations structureó (Slack 1997).

}Coaching changes result in strategies and 
practices being adjusted.  In turn, coaches 
want players that adhere to their system.
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}John Calipari hired on April 1, 
2009

}Had one of top rated recruiting 
classes  (four 5 - star recruits)

}12 players not on the 09 - 10 
basketball roster that were on 
the 08 - 09 roster (only 1 player 
due to graduation)
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Ethnicity 09 - 10 Year in
School

Average Minutes Reason for 
Leaving

Player 1 White Graduated 3.3 Graduated

Player 2 White Sophomore 0 Transfer to 
Asbury College

Player 3 Afr. American Senior 10 Transfer

Player 4 Afr. American Sophomore 1.7 Transfer

Player 5 Afr. American Senior 34.4 NBA

Player 6 Afr. American Senior 1.7 No Info

Player 7 Afr. American Senior 0- sit out/transfer Scholarship
revoked

Player 8 White Senioer 23.5 Decided to leave 

Player 9 White Senior 0- trsf . In Cut

Player 10 White Sophmore 6.9 Trsf . to Morehead

Player 11 Afr. American Junior 5.7 Trsf . to Texas 
State

Player 12 Afr. American Sophomore 0 Transfer out



}With the contingency theory in mind, it seems 
fitting that coaches who have been at a 
program longer have already established their 
system.

}This would in turn mean they were less likely 
to get rid of players because they have 
recruited the players they want for the full 
four years

}Tom Izzo , Mike Krzyzweski , Jim Boheim



}Gathering Data
}We gathered data from each schoolsõ athletic 

website and media guide if available.
}Rosters from the 2009 - 2010 season were 

compared with those from the 2008 - 2009 
season

}We recorded each player, their ethnicity, their 
year in school, whether they returned and if not, 
for what reason they left the team.

}We also recorded each coachõs ethnicity and 
tenure.

}This data was compiled into a spreadsheet and 
then entered into a statistical analysis program.



%Unexplained 
Roster Turnover

Frequency Percent Cumulative %

20 1 1.1 88

21.4 2 2.1 90.4

23.1 1 1.1 91.6

25 2 2.1 94

30.8 1 1.1 95.2

31.25 1 1.1 96.4

33.3 1 1.1 97.6

35.7 1 1.1 98.8

57.9 1 1.1 100

�‡ Unexplained turnover indicates a 
player no longer appears on roster for 
reasons other than Graduation, Injury, 
NBA Draft, or other professional league


